
Defend Against the Assault on 
Environmental Protections

Public Lands Rules and the Endangerment 
Finding



Xaalh and Way of the Masks Campaign 
September 2025

• Lummi Nation’s House of  Tears Carvers and the Indigenous-led 
nonprofit Se’Si’Le, conducted a two-week campaign, taking a newly carved 
totem pole and 10 cedar spiritual masks on a 1,700-mile journey in Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon.  The Pole was gifted to the Lower Elwha Klallam for their 
struggle to oppose logging along the recently freed Elwha River.

• Over 1,500 people across the Northwest, including Tribal Nations, local 
communities, faith leaders, and environmental advocates came together in 
powerful acts of  solidarity and ceremony. The call to action was to defend the 
Roadless Rule, to protect intact landscapes across the region. This Indigenous-
led campaign helped drive momentum for the 625,000+ comments submitted.

• Lummi Elder and Master Carver Jewell James said many pristine forests in 
Washington and Oregon — and the streams that run through them — are now 
threatened by the possibility of  roads and logging. The campaign is making 
appeals to people at every stop on their journey, reminding them they need to 
stand up for what they value.  “To get people actively involved in protecting 
their rivers, protecting the salmon and protecting the forest that surrounds 
them,” James said.



U.S. federal government owns 

and manages roughly 640 to 

650 million acres of  land across 

the United States - 28% to 30% 

of  the U.S. land mass.  Includes:

• National Parks

• National Forests

• National Monuments

• Bureau of  Land 

Management (BLM) lands

• National Wildlife Refuges

• Wilderness Areas

• National Conservation Areas

• National Grasslands

• National Recreation Areas

• National 

Seashores/Lakeshores



Proposed Roadless 
Rule Rescission

• This 2001 rule established prohibitions on road 
construction, road reconstruction and timber 
harvests on nearly 60 million acres of  national 
forests and grasslands, nearly 45 million acres 
of  it are national forests.

• More than 95% of  the areas under the Roadless 
Rule are in 10 Western states, including roughly 
2 million acres in Washington State and Oregon 
each, 15 million in Alaska, nearly 4-1/2 million 
in California, 6-1/2 million in Montana, 3 
million in Wyoming and Nevada each, nearly 2 
million in Arizona and New Mexico each and 4 
million in Utah.



Conservation and Landscape Health 
Rule (Public Lands Rule)

• Under the Biden administration, the Conservation and Landscape Health Rule formally 
recognized "conservation" as a legitimate and prioritized use of  the nation's 245 million 
acres of  BLM public lands.

• On May 12, 2026, the Department 

of  the Interior finalized the decision 

to repeal the rule, arguing it placed 

an undue burden on permitting and 

hindered the productive, economic 

use of  federal lands.  The rollback 

clears the way for expanded oil, gas, 

and mineral extraction across public 

lands.



Immediate Expansion of American 
Timber Production

The order seeks to increase timber production, erode 
Endangered Species Act protections to speed approval of  
timber sales, and set a target for timber offered for sale which 
will result in widespread clear-cutting of  federal forests. 

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) requires a 75% 
increase in timber production on national forests and BLM 
lands and authorizes new 20-year logging contracts.

Directed agencies to use loopholes in the Endangered 
Species Act (which includes the recent change in “harm” 
definition to exclude ecosystem) to bypass environmental 
reviews and expedite timber harvests.

Declared nearly 60% of  all national forest acreage to be in a 
state of  “emergency” due to wildfire risk to justify large-scale 
logging projects across roughly 112 million forest acres 
without environmental oversight or Tribal consultation.



Targeted Right Now . . .
Boundary Waters, MN

• With a single procedural vote, the Senate, through 
H.J. Res. 140  stripped federal protections from 
225,000 acres of  public land surrounding the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. This 
included discarding a comprehensive two-year 
environmental study and ignoring more than 
650,000 public comments (the overwhelming 
majority of  which opposed the mining project). It 
also included overturning a 20-year mining ban 
that was put in place in 2023.  The purpose was 
to expedite a copper-sulfide mine by Twin Metals, 
a foreign mining conglomerate.

• The  Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness and greater Quetico-Superior Ecosystem, 

includes the Superior National Forest, Voyageurs National Park, and Canada’s Quetico 

Provincial park.  It is the largest Wilderness east of  the Rockies and north of  the Everglades. 



Targeted Right Now . . .
Chaco Canyon, NM

• As of  April 2026, the U.S. Department of  the 

Interior is moving to revoke protections for 

~336,000 acres surrounding Chaco Culture 

National Historical Park, threatening to reopen 

the area to oil, gas, and mineral leasing. This 

potential action would reverse the 20-year, 10 

mile buffer zone established in 2023, 

endangering over 4,700 ancestral Puebloan sites. 

• Chaco Culture National Historical Park (formerly a national monument in 1907) was 

established in 1980.  It includes the Aztec Ruins (national monument) and five Chaco Culture 

Archaeological Protection Sites. It was the major center of  ancestral Pueblo culture between 

850 and 1250.



Targeted Right Now . . .
Oak Flat, AZ

• Resolution Copper, a foreign mining company, has 
proposed a massive copper mining project that would 
collapse the mountain into a crater 2 miles wide over 
1,000 feet deep.

• On March 16, 2026, the U.S. Forest Service transferred 
2,400 acres of  public lands to Resolution Copper.

• The transfer is under appeal and HR 6931, Save Oak 
Flat from Foreign Mining Act, has been introduced 
into House Committee on Natural Resources which 
repeals the FY 2015 NDAA (National Defense 
Authorization Act) which approved the land transfer.

• Located about 60 miles east of  Phoenix, Chi'chil Biłdagoteel (Oak Flat) in Tonto National Forest is a site of  

profound religious and cultural importance to the San Carlos Apache Tribe, other Tribal Nations. The area also 

provides habitat for threatened and endangered species and is widely used for camping, climbing and other 

outdoor recreation.



Targeted Right Now . . .
Tongass, AK

• Our largest national forest and the world’s 
largest temperate rainforest, the Tongass 
provides critical habitat for countless birds, 
salmon and its ancient trees absorb 
staggering amounts of  carbon. 

• As an old-growth forest, it stores an 
estimated 8 to 20 percent of  the carbon 
found in all U.S. National Forests, making it 
critical for global climate regulation.

• The roadless areas in the Tongass cover 9.2 
million acres (over half) of  the 17-million-
acres, protecting them from industrial 
roadbuilding and commercial logging.

•



Targeted Right Now . . .
Other targeted sites

• Shawnee National Forest, IL

• Chattahoochee National Forest, GA

• Green Mountain National Forest, VT

• White Mountain National Forest, NH

• Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, WI

• Ottawa National Forest, MI

• Cherokee National Forest and Land Between the 

Lakes, TN

• Daniel Boone National Forest, KY

• Crazy Mountains, Keystone Light & Grazing, MT

• Bears Ear National Monument, UT

• Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, UT

• Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, WA

• Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument, CA

• Allegheny National Forest, PA

• Sam Houston National Forest, TX

• Sam Houston National Forest and Black 

Kettle National Grassland, OK

• Cimarron National Grassland, KS

• Mark Twain National Forest, MO

• Black Hills Monument, SD

• Mt. Hood National Forest, OR

• Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests, NC 

• Outer Continental Shelf  (up to 200 nautical 

miles from coastline)

• Gulf  Coast (national seashores), TX, LA, 

AL and FL



Indigenous Communities Speak Out

*NCAI (National Congress of  American Indians) 
Resolution #ABQ-19-029 and Adopted Resolution 

#SEA-25-102 and *ATNI (Affiliated Tribes of  
Northwest Indians) Resolution # 2025 – 49 

[Roadless Rule Rescission]

*National Congress of  American Indians (NCAI)
Resolution CT-25-043 and *Affiliated Tribes of  

Northwest Indians (ATNI) Resolution #2025-31 
[Public Lands Rule Rescission]

*NCAI is comprised of  the 574 federally recognized Tribes and ATNI is comprised of 
57 Tribal Governments from OR, WA, ID, MT, CA, and AK

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI 
[and ATNI] unequivocally opposes the proposed rescission of  

the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule as a violation of  
treaty rights, trust responsibilities, and federal law . . . 

[Roadless Rule]

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
National Congress of  American Indians (NCAI) [and ATNI] 
strongly urges the Department of  the Interior and the Bureau 
of  Land Management (BLM) to maintain and fully implement 
the Conservation and Landscape Health Rule, reaffirming and 

strengthening commitments to Tribal co-management to 
ensure Tribal Nations serve as active governmental partners—

not merely as consultants—in managing public lands for 
current and future generations. [Public Lands Rule Rescission]



Endangerment Finding

• The rescission now removes federal authority to 
regulate GHG emissions.  It also directly impacts 
Tribes by removing funding for mitigation and 
exacerbating climate impacts on tribal subsistence, 
health, and infrastructure.

• It eliminates vehicle, aircraft and power plant 
emissions monitoring and reporting programs 
providing pathways rescind requirements on other 
industries. 

• The rescission also leaves room for the Dept of  
Justice to actively file lawsuits against States’ GHG 
programs because they are not in compliance.

• The purpose of  the EPA's Endangerment Finding was for regulating greenhouse gases under the Clean Air 

Act. By setting emission standards that threaten public health and welfare, it triggered the EPA’s legal duty to 

limit climate-warming pollution.  It was also key in the fight against climate change and was allowed to be 

treated as a public health issue.



Interrelationship between weakening and 
rescinding Public Land Rules and the 

Endangerment Finding

• Legally supports current administration’s push to increase fossil fuel development 
and other extractive industry projects without environmental safeguards or 
accountability.

•  Further undermines efforts to prepare for, mitigate and combat climate change and 
the impacts on human and non-human communities including food accessibility and 
security, record droughts and floods, sea level rise, intense change in weather patterns, 
and water accessibility and other water-related issues.

• Puts BIPOC communities, already adversely impacted, at greater risk of  increased 
public health risks by allowing more pollutants in the air surrounding communities.  
In addition, removing the forests that filter those pollutions.  Impacts will be felt 
hardest in those communities living in, among and around extractive industry mining, 
refining, and shipping sites and facilities.
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