
2019 Justice Summit 
Intersectionality:  Meeting the Challenge 

Proceedings Notes 
 

Participants:  The Rev. Carol McKinley, moderator.  Panelists:  Steve Tilley, Justice Not 
Jails, OUUC; Tim Ransom, homelessness, tiny houses, OUUC; Mary Ybarra, Poor 
People’s Campaign, First Christian Church Olympia, Ivy Gentian, youth climate activist, 
Sunrise Movement.   
 
The Rev McKinley:  introduced panelists and briefly described the OUUC Faith In Action 
ministry and its focus on justice programs.  She is the accountable person for this 
ministry and as the OUUC affiliated community minister chairs its work to lead the social 
and environmental justice efforts of OUUC.  The Rev. McKinley spoke briefly about the 
work of the Faith In Action ministry and its intersecting partnerships in the 
Olympia/Thurston Co. area.  She emphasized the importance of collaboration with other 
faith communities. An overview of the OUUC Faith In Action ministry was distributed to 
the audience.   
 
Panel presentations: 
Steve Tilley described the work of Justice Not Jails.  This group networks around issues 
such as Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) impacts, collaborates with the 
Public Defender’s Office particularly on a program to fund people’s work to get their 
Drivers Licenses returned, sponsors Books For Jail a program to provide clothing for 
people to wear to court hearings, monitors the county Law and Justice Council, holds 
candidate forums.  Steve emphasized that this work is done collaboratively with 
community partners including those from other faith communities. 
 
Tim Ransom described the work of OUUC around homelessness issues, beginning in 
2007 with tent city “Camp Quixote”.  OUUC hosted the first Olympia homeless camp on 
its property, and other congregations joined in the effort and “Camp Quixote” moved 
from church to church offering tent housing to 30-40 people with the support of the host 
congregation and the other churches in the consortium.  OUUC collaborated with 
residents and other faith communities to support the opening of a permanent 
site,”Quixote Village” in 2013.  For more information about Quixote Village and its 
journey, check out the website: http://www.quixotecommunities.org/quixote-village-faq.html   

Tim emphasized that this work has been based on breaking down the notion of “the 
other” and the importance of listening and community collaboration. 
 

http://www.quixotecommunities.org/quixote-village-faq.html


Ivy Gentian, 12 year old youth climate activist affiliated with the Sunrise Movement   

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/about  This movement of young people is focused on the 

climate crises, its impact, and strategies to change this impact.  Ivy noted that the 

Sunrise Movement is  “building an army of young people to make climate change 

an urgent priority across America, end the corrupting influence of fossil fuel 

executives on our politics, and elect leaders who stand up for the health and 

wellbeing of all people. “ 

 

The Sunrise Movement sponsored the 9/20/2019 Climate Strike and plans to 

continue climate strikes here in the Olympia area. The next strike is set for 

11/29/2019.     
 

Mary Ybarra, Poor People’s Campaign.  This campaign is focused on 5 core issues, 

which form the moral agenda for the campaign.  Mary is from the First Christian Church 

which is the lead sponsor the local work.  A national march is schedule for 6/20/2020 to 

draw attention to the campaign.   

Five core issues make up the moral agenda of the campaign: 

Systemic Racism; Poverty and Inequality; Ecological Devastation;  Racism; Economic 

Issues.  They are interrelated issues, and the PPC is striving to work on all of them. 

FYI, The Unitarian Universalist Association is an official endorser and faith partner of 
the Campaign because we align with the goals, strategies, and tactics that strengthen 
multi-faith and partner relationships and coalitions, deepen our own faith, and help build 
a transformative movement for justice.   See https://www.uua.org/racial-justice/poor-
peoples-campaign 
 
Audience questions followed.  
 
Conclusions:  It is important to change our thinking from “doing for” to “doing with” social 
justice act(s) that encourage us to become community.  This is a more reciprocal 
position.  We are urged to “get proximate” and work 1 on 1 with people. And we are 
reminded that youth climate crises work needs support from local congregations.   
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