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***PRESS CONFERENCE*** 

Tribes and First Nations United to Preserve the Salish Sea 

1:00-2:00 pm on Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Harbour Centre, downtown Simon Fraser University campus 

Canfor Policy Room #1600  

Vancouver, BC (Canada) 

Canadian First Nations and Washington State Tribal participants will be holding a joint press conference during 
the lunch break of the Information Session for Roberts Bank (Terminal 2). The press conference will focus on 
our concerns about the cumulative impacts of the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 (RBT2) and other currently pro-
posed projects on salmon populations, on our Orca relatives, and on our Treaty rights.  

“We are salmon people, as are our relations, the killer whales. The Fraser River is a major source of salmon for 
us all. I’m worried about anything that endangers the Fraser River as a home for salmon,” said Raynell Morris, 
tribal elder of Lummi Nation. 

The Lummi Nation is calling for a moratorium on any additional potential stressors, including marine vessel 
traffic and associated development, to the Salish Sea. An interjurisdictional, comprehensive cumulative impact 
study of Salish Sea marine vessel traffic and all related impacts and an agreed-upon baseline for sustainable cul-
tural and ecological Salish Sea vitality are long overdue. 

“We need a new vision that truly honors the ancient wisdom of the Salish Sea and all our relations,“ said 
Lawrence Solomon of the Lummi Indian Business Council. “The killer whale, our traditional lands and waters, 
and are our way of life are all imperiled.  This must stop.”   

“Our connection to the killer whale is personal, is relational, and goes back countless generations,” according to 
Lummi Chairman Jay Julius.  “Our name for them, qwe ‘lhol mechen means our relations below the waves.” 
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The proposed expansion of Roberts Bank would require about 260 annual calls of some of the world’s largest 
ships. While these vessels would be carrying containers, rather than fossil fuel exports, these ships’ size and pol-
luting capacity would alone impact the life of the Salish Sea. Additionally, each of these “ultra-large” ships 
leaves port with fully fueled, which can mean up to 4.5 million gallons per outbound ship. 

“Everyone has a stake in this,” according to Rueben George of the Tsleil-Waututh First Nation.  “The reality is 
there will be spills and they won’t be able to clean them up. Our killer whale relations will pay the ultimate 
price.” 

Because the Coast Salish people are connected by bonds of kinship, culture, and language, it is critical that 
Canadian projects consider Native American Tribes, and that United States projects consider First Nations, 
when assessing the potential environmental impacts of a project. 

+++ 

Contact:  Kurt Russo  (Lummi Nation)  360-312-2292 (desk) 360-961-4554 (mobile)  

 kurtr@lummi-nsn.gov  

Live Stream of press conference at the SacredSea.org Facebook page, and at www.SacredSea.org 

Call in number for reporters who wish to listen and/or participate by teleconference: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/428727555 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,428727555# US (San Jose) 
+16468769923,,428727555# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
Meeting ID: 428 727 555 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/advynK6gAN  

http://SacredSea.org
http://www.SacredSea.org
https://zoom.us/j/428727555
https://zoom.us/u/advynK6gAN
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RBT2 FACT SHEET 

A sacred obligation 
Lummi’s positions and actions regarding the Salish Sea all spring from a physical, cultural, and spiri-
tual relationship with, and dependence, on the Salish Sea. Lummi’s reciprocal relationship with this 
place requires that Lummi stand up to protect the lands, waters, and web of life of the Salish Sea. 
Please see the attached Manifesto of Cultural Significance of Xwullemy (the Salish Sea).


What it is 
Port Metro Vancouver (PMV) proposes to build a new container terminal at Roberts Bank, BC.


Why they want it 
Trade with global markets.


What it would look like 
• Roberts Bank Terminal 2 (RBT2) consists of three main components: 


• a new three-berth marine container terminal; 

• a widened causeway to accommodate additional road and rail infrastructure; 

• and an expanded tug basin to accommodate a second tug operations contractor. 


• 108 hectares of “new industrial land” would be placed in subtidal waters

• The proposed port would require 260 ship calls, meaning 520 container ship movements, per year. 

The Port is claiming that these are not new ship movements, simply that the ships will be bigger. 

• These vessels will be some of the largest in the world. These “ultra-large” container ships are:


• 1,310 feet long; 194 feet wide; 15m draft

• carry up to 4 and 1/2 million gallons of heavy fuel 

• 18,270 TEU (they carry the equivalent of 18,270 twenty-foot-long containers)


Issues at hand 
• Traffic and activity will affect the entire Salish Sea; impacts will not be constrained to the port area. 

Therefore, impacts to the entire Salish Sea must be considered.

• Additional structures and/or activity at the mouth of the Fraser River will further impact the salmon, 

other fisheries and/or ecosystems.

• “Ultra large” container ship traffic will impact fisheries, our resident qwe ‘lhol mech ‘ten, sacred 

sites, traditional lifeways, and Treaty rights.

• The baseline for Salish Sea health should be the state of Salish Sea in 1985 when harvest levels 

were still healthy.
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• We don’t know what the sustainable level of Salish Sea human/industrial activity is, although we 
know that we have gone past it, as most clearly indicated by our starving qwe ‘lhol mech ‘ten and 
reduced salmon runs. 


• We don’t know what the combined, cumulative effects of ship traffic and related activity are on air 
quality, water quality, underwater noise, fish, qwe ‘lhol mech ‘ten, fisheries, sacred sites. Each new 
project or development claims only to increase ship traffic by a fraction, if at all. 


Stop the bleeding 
• Lummi is calling for a moratorium on any additional potential stressors, including marine vessel 

traffic and associated development until we know more. We need to “stop the bleeding” before we 
take action that could potentially cause more harm.


• We need to know what the baseline for Salish Sea vitality is, what the current level of industrial ac-
tivity is doing to the web of life, and how many stressors the Salish Sea can sustain.


• That’s why we need a comprehensive cumulative assessment of marine vessel traffic and all relat-
ed impacts. Such a study needs to be holistic and interjurisdictional, with due consideration of tra-
ditional Indigenous knowledge, culture, heritage economies, and sacred sites. 


Coast Salish unity 
The Canadian government has been directed to consult First Nations. The Coast Salish language 
group culture, traditions, and kinship patterns do not recognize the Canadian/US border. Also: per 
Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement   9.1.7 Human Environment as a 
Minimum, the EIS will include a description of “any federal lands, land or water located in the United 
States that may be affected by the project.” Coast Salish Tribal and First Nations stand together in 
protecting our shared homeland, the Salish Sea.
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Roberts Bank Superport is a twin-terminal port facility.  Westshore Terminals 
opened in 1970 and is NorthAmerica’s busiest coal export terminal; recent up-
grades have boosted capacity to 29 million tonnes a year. The GCT Deltaport 
container facility opened in 1997 and is a major hub for container truck com-
panies. The Tswwassen Ferry Terminal lies immediately to the southeast. Both 
ferry and port facilities are built at the mouth of the Fraser River, and are within 
Treaty-protected fishing grounds. 

Fraser River

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westshore_Terminals
http://www.globalterminalscanada.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westshore_Terminals
http://www.globalterminalscanada.com/
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Resources 

• Lummi Nation’s Salish Sea Manifesto

• https://sacredsea.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Salish-Sea-Statement.pdf


• EIS Executive Summary

• https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/101575E.pdf


• Both Tsleil-Waututh Nation (Feb 2018) and Pacheedaht First Nation (2015) have submitted com-
prehensive Information Requests


• https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/121848E.pdf

• https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/116162E.pdf

• https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/123698E.pdf


• The Port of Vancouver and Government Canada have website information 

• http://www.robertsbankterminal2.com

• https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80054?culture=en-CA


• WA Dep’t Ecology vessel traffic risk assessment study, updated 2015
• https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/1708009.pdf

• Executive Summary of Ecology’s vessel traffic study:
• https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1708007.html

• Feasibility study on designating the Salish Sea as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA). “A 
PSSA is defined as, ‘an area that needs special protection through action by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) because of significance for recognized ecological, socioeconomic or 
scientific reasons and because it may be vulnerable to being damaged by international shipping 
activities’.”


• http://sanjuans.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/PSSASalishSeaFeasibilityReport-1.pdf

• for stats on how much fuel container ships hold: https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/about/

media/how-much-oil-ship.html 

https://sacredsea.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Salish-Sea-Statement.pdf
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/101575E.pdf
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/121848E.pdf
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/116162E.pdf
http://www.robertsbankterminal2.com/
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80054?culture=en-CA
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/1708009.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1708007.html
http://sanjuans.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/PSSASalishSeaFeasibilityReport-1.pdf
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/about/media/how-much-oil-ship.html
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/about/media/how-much-oil-ship.html

