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In Recognition of Indigenous People’s Day on October 8, 2018 and Native American Month 

in November, 2018 

Proclamation of Support for Truth and Reconciliation in Washington State 

There is an emerging and compelling desire to acknowledge the events of the past so that we can work 

towards a stronger and healthier future. The truth telling and reconciliation process is a sincere 

acknowledgement of the injustices and harms experienced by Indigenous peoples in Washington State 

and the need for continued healing. This is a profound commitment to establishing new relationships 

embedded in mutual recognition and respect that will forge a brighter future. The truth of our common 

experiences will help set our spirits free and pave the way to reconciliation. 1 

We, the residents of Washington State, recognize that every child matters. If all of our residents are to 

flourish, a process of truth and reconciliation for Indigenous people in our State must be established. 2 

By signing this proclamation, we have agreed that a Truth and Reconciliation Commission should be 

established to contribute to truth, healing and reconciliation in Washington State. 3 

We ask that this Commission and its activities be fully funded by the Washington State government.  

The goals of the Commission shall be to: 

• Acknowledge the historical and current experiences of Indigenous peoples in Washington State 3,4 

• Acknowledge the historical and current impacts and consequences of actions taken by the US 

government affecting Indigenous peoples in Washington State 1,3 

• Provide several holistic, culturally appropriate and safe settings for Indigenous peoples to share 

their stories and wisdom with the wider community 5 

• Witness, support, promote and facilitate truth and reconciliation events at both State and 

community levels 1,3 

• Promote greater awareness and public education of Washington residents about the experiences 

of Indigenous peoples in Washington State 6 

• Promote ongoing curriculum development to support Washington State’s curriculum initiative 

Since Time Immemorial  3,7 

• Identify sources and create a substantial historical record of the experiences of Indigenous 

peoples in Washington State 1,3  

• Document all living Indigenous languages in Washington State and promote revitalization of 

these languages 3,8 

• Document the impacts of environmental damage to Indigenous peoples’ land and acknowledge 

the extensive habitat restoration that Indigenous tribes have already accomplished 1,9,10 

• Promote further environmental protection and restoration in order to support Indigenous people’s 

land, resources, and food sovereignty 1,3,9 

• Identify and review reference documents relevant to truth and reconciliation for indigenous 

peoples, including but not limited to: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

People, Proclamation 8947, Maine Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Report, Centennial 

Accord, Point Elliot Treaty, the Constitution of the United States, the Truth and Reconciliation 

Mandate of Canada, Jay’s Treaty, and Docket No. 110  1,3,6,9,11,12,13,14,15 
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• Document the impact of transboundary family separation through collaboration with the 

Canadian government and First Nations in British Columbia  16 

• Produce and submit a report including recommendations to the Government of Washington State 

concerning the experiences of Indigenous peoples including: the history of Indigenous peoples in 

Washington State, the impacts and consequences of actions taken by the US government affecting 

these Indigenous peoples (including systemic harms, intergenerational consequences, the 

transboundary impact of family separation, and the impact on human dignity) 1,3 

• Support commemoration of former and current Indigenous people and their families who have 

shown great resilience and maintained their cultural identities under the threat of cultural 

genocide  3,5 
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